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to govern I his own conduct in a fairly rational
manner, and theoretically, though by no means
always in practice, concedes the same capacity
to his fellow-citizens/He is a walking Declaration
of Independence claiming the right to go about his
business in his own way and regarding himself as a
man who may be safely trusted to do so. His
patriotism, as witnessed by his national songs
and his oratory, are pitched in that key. They
proclaim the idea of his country as a vast and
happy home where millions of human beings,
each one a walking Declaration of Independence,
are left in peace to go about their daily
business in an atmosphere of brotherly goodwill.
This is what he means, fundamentally, when
he calls America " God's own country " or the
" land of liberty/* This is what he means when
he tells you that America needs very little govern-
ment. This is what he means when he describes
the Americans as a nation of " individualists/'
Though much has happened in the national
history which might well challenge this con-
ception, it still remains as a popular legend and
its influence can be clearly traced in many currents
of American policy.

The American's conception of his country is,
indeed, his conception of himself " writ large/*
In his eyes America is not merely a nation of
individualists, but, perhaps more significantly,
an individualist nation. Her collective "life,
liberty and pursuit of happiness " are her own